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WEIGHING THE IMPACTS OF CONGESTION 
PRICING IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Assess the policies, actions, and alternatives  the District of   
Columbia can  implement  to  address congestion pricing  in order to 
reduce traffic, promote efficiency, invest in public transportation, and  
ensure equity for all commuters.

Congestion pricing—also denoted as decongestion 
charging or value pricing—is a transportation demand 
management strategy that institutes a road pricing 
system for single occupancy  vehicles (SOVs) at a given 
geographical area as a means to reduce gridlock, 
manage traffic efficiency, encourage alternative mobility, 
and fund public transportation.

Strategies Involving Tolls Strategies Not Involving Tolls

❑ HOT Lanes (Partial Facility   
Pricing)

❑ Express Toll Lanes (Partial      
Facility Pricing)

❑ Pricing All Roadway 
Facilities

❑ Zone-Based Pricing (Cordon 
& Area Pricing)

❑ Regionwide Pricing
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• Analyze tools to 
mitigate trends

• Quantitative Analysis  
study

• Project Analysis

• Contractors evaluate 
costs

→District of Columbia Home Rule Act
→ Tolling Infrastructure Concerns
→ Legislative Mandate Requirements

→ Pricing set per mile rather than zone-based
→ Pay-as-you-go insurance or road user fee
→ Gas tax raise


